-1I2 


VEN the few enthusiasts who had a chance of flying 
Ek; with Mr. Miles many months ago in the prototype 
should be agreeably surprised after a few circuits 
in the final and irrevocable production model of the 
Miles Whitney Straight. And those who always expect 
the impossible from an ideal light aeroplane will not find 
much of which to complain. We have all been waiting 
a long time while improvements and alterations were 
being made, but the production model, it seems, is likely 
to make this wait worth while. 

Nothing in this world is perfect—and certainly no 
vehicle, whether on land, on sea, or in the air, can ever 
be foolproof. But within the limits impcosed by present- 
day knowledge of aircraft design the Miles Whitney 
Straight appears to be the last word in viceless compromise. 
It is fast for its power and accommodation, yet it lands 
at something rather less than 40 m.p.h. and can be flown 
in any reasonable attitude at its slowest speed without 
evincing any noticeable tendency to turn and bite. 

It will stall—an undisturbing which is an- 
nounced by gentle shudders and, sometimes, by a kick of 
aileron—and, like everything else with wings, it will prob- 
ably spin. But I should hate to supply the superhuman 
provocation in the matter of loading and contrel meve- 
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(Left) The Whitney Straight 
being pulled off the ground 
with the flaps half down. 
(Centre) The designer—Mr. 
F. G. Miles. Another photo- 
graph of the machine 


appears on page IIo. 


ment necessary to produce 
this second effect. With 
out such provocation it 
would seem that the very 


worst result of chronic mis 
handling by a moron novice 


would be a graceless and ex- 
pensive descent, on a more or 
less level keel, into the ground, or a 


4o-m.p.h. collision with some con- 
tinuously visible object. 
Nor let me risk the raucous 


laughter of the cynics by saying that 
any fool can fly it. Like every other 
aeroplane—and perhaps more than 
any other—the Straight requires 
knowing before the best results can 
be obtained. Without forewarning, 
the machine can be flown 


like any other, but the 
knowledge necessary for 
obtaining these better 
results is of a mental 


than a manual 
It can be piloted 


rather 
kind. 


bock 


more or less successfully by the 
(pressing, so to speak, buttons “‘A’’ anc 
‘“B’’) and by the exercise of normal 
height-and-distance judgment which can 
only be obtained by experience. In s0 
far, the operation resembles that of 
driving a car, though while on the grourd 
the newcomer must learn to steer with 
his feet; in the air he can forget these 
clumsy extremities. 

Before taking the machine up to see 
for myself, I witnessed two interesting 
performances—one from the ground and 
the other from the passenger’s seat. 1) 
the first a man who had had a great 
deal of flying experience, but who had 
never actually touched the controls of 
any aeroplane, was being given a try-out 
His first two landings would have bee! 


An interesting feature of the Straight 

production line at Reading: At one period 

during erection the machines are laid out 

on their sides so that undercarriage, flap- 

gear and other details may be more easily 
installed. 


